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Camellia Personality
American Camellia Society's

Unusual Camellia Library
joseph H. Pyron

JOSEPH mCKS PYRON
Joe is "at home" in the Library. Here he is
admiring Iconograpbie de Genere Camellia
by L'Abbe Berl~. This three-volume work
is from the famous library of Marie Louise,
Archduchess of Austria, Empress of the
French.
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The thousand or more volume library of
the Ameriam Camellia Society is hOllsed in
a beautiful walnut panelled room in me
Massee lane Headquaners. This is proba
bly the most extensive library on Camellias
to be found anyv.'here.

Approximately half of these books
carne from the Robert O. Rubel, Jr. coUec
tion. He assembled this collection over a
period of 35 years and says he has no idea
what he paid for ir. Me. Rubel was anxious
for this fine library to go to the American
Camellia Society SO he offered to sell it at a
fraction of its value to someone who
would promise to donate it to me ACS. Mr.
William P. Kemp accepted his generous
offer and had the books delivered the day
Headquarters was moved to Massee Lane.
It would be impossible to duplicate this

library at any price.
A very rare and beautiful item included

with me Rubel collection is a paperweight
depicting 'Alba Plena' made in Paris by
Baccarat in 1849.

The oldest book dates from 1669, An
Embassy Sent by tbe East India CompOl'y,
oflbe Uniled Provi,lces to tbe Grand Tartar
Cham Emperour of China. Published in
London, this large book is elaborately illus
trated wim engravings of maps, rulers,
scenes of cities, plants and animals.

This old book describes on page 250
what could very well be one of the orna
mental Camellias and there are two illus
trations of tea culru.re.

"In the Province of Suchue, near to
Chungking, grow certain Flowers called
Meutang, in high esteem amongst them,
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and therefore called the King of Flowers. It
differs very little in fashion from the
European Rose, but is much larger, and
spreads its Leaves further abroad. It far sur
passes the Rose in beauty, but falls short in
richness of scent. It has no thorns or prick
les is generally of a white colour mingled
with a little Purple; yet there are some that
are yellow and red. This flower grows
upon a Bush, and is carefully cherished
and planted in all Gardens belonging ro
the Grandees, for one of the most choice
Flowers,"

Among the Camellia classics here are
Samuel Curtis' Monograph on the Genus
Camellia, London 1819. 1bis is the first
English Camellia book. It is of large size
although of only 8 pages and 5 plates. The
plates by Clara Maria Pope are beautifully
done. Although we do not have an original
copy of the book we do have a copy of the
facsimile edition published about 1960 and
3 of the original watercolors of Clara Maria
Pope - bequeathed to our library by Mrs.
F. Phinizy Calhoun of Atlanta. In addition
there are 4 more paintings of Camellias
never published, including the beautiful
Camellia maliflora and an uncompleted
painting. These are of course unique.
lbree of these have been reprcxiuced actu
al size for sale by ACS and are also avail
able in reduced size on correspondence
cards.

Mrs. Pope was one of the most famous
flower painters of her time. This was the
first important camellia book published in
England.

I.es Camellias de Bollwil/erpublished by
Charles A. and Nap Baumann from 1828 to
1835 in France i .. one of the rarer early
Camellia books.

One of the most famous Camellia
works is the three volume lconograpbie du
Genre Camellia, ou descriptions et figures
des Camellias les plus beaux et les plus
rares. Peints d'apres nature par]. J. lung.
published with 300 color plates in Paris by
the Abbe Lorenzo Berlese in 1841, 1843.
This set belonged to the Empress Marie
Louise, Napoleon's second wife, the grand
daughter of the Empress Marie Theresa of
Austria. The red leather binding has the
Imperial crown and the initials M L in gold.
This is from the famous Rubel library. We
are fortunate in having a second set of this
rare set, the gift of Mrs. Udo Fleischmann
of Tallahassee and New York.

Chandler, Alfred and Booth, William
Beattie: Illustrations and Descriptions ofthe
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Plants which Compose the Natural Order
Camelliae and ofthe Varieties ofCamellia
]aponica Cultivated in the Gardens ofGreat
Britain with 40 color plates, London 1831.

Continuation of this volume 1 was pro
jected but never published and it was
assumed that no more had been written;
however in 1942 the Messrs Quaitch dis
covered among the books belonging to a
descendent of the Chandler family, six
copies of "Vol. 2, part I" dated 1837. They
were as fresh as when they left the printer's
hands and evidendy had never been in cir
culation. They must have been made as
sample copies before it was decided to
give up publication. This consists of four
color plates and eight pages of text in
Imperial Quarto size. The late T. J. Smith
acquired one of the six copies and his sons
were kind enough to give us a Xerox copy
for our library. Mr. Smith also had a com
plete copy of the 3 volume Berlese
Iconographie.

Verschaffelt's Nouvelle lconographle des
Camellias 13 yearly volumes, 1848-1860
with 623 color plates. The set given by Mr.
and Mrs. S.]. Katz of Covington, Louisiana
contained twelve volumes, the 1860 vol
ume was missing. In most sets the 1848
volume is missing; in others the 1860 is.
Through an exchange of duplicates with
Edwards Metcalf, an important California
collector, we now have the thirteen vol
umes, one of the few complete sets any
where. Such important libraries as the
Massachusetts Horticulture Society and the
Royal Botanic Gardens of London contain
only twelve volumes. The colors are in per
fect condition. We have ten duplicate vol
umes, mostly from the Rubel-Kemp
collection.

Chinka Zufu: Japanese Camellias. The
Imperial Collection. Rumor had been ram
pant among Camellia lovers for many years
that the Imperial Household Agency was in
possession of a picture book containing
colored drawings of several hundred vari
eties of Camellias. There was no one who
could verify these rumors or say with cer
tainty what the contents of the book were
or even whether the book actually existed.
It was not until 1961 that Mr. Takeshi
Watanabe obtained permission to have a
look at the book. He was allowed to have
the oook and its 720 paintings reproduced
in actual size and color. The pages are
arranged in fanfold in two large volumes.

The paintings were made during the
Edo Period 0615-1867) by noted painters
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of the times. The actual and reproduced
pages are 32.9 em by 45.9 em. This was
reproduced in a very limited edition by
Kodansha in Tokyo and is considered by
printers in OUf country as a masterpiece of
the art of printing. The cost was about
$300. We are fortunate in securing one of
the last copies available, the gift of Dr. Sam
Norwood of Atlanta.

We are fortunate in having an important
collection of Japanese Camellia books,
mostly from the Robert O. Rubel, Jr. library,
although more recent i:x:x::>ks are the gifts of
Mr. Satomi, Mr. Shimada, Mr. Andoh, Mr.
Ishikawa, Mr. K. Tarumoto and others.

A very interesting old book (about
1800) is a manuscript titled: Nisen Cho
Chinka Fu-An Illustrated Book oj Camel
lias; Chikinsho Furoku (pre-MeijO Ihei;
Zobo Chikinsho, Tokyo 1710 8 volumes.
Koeki Cbikinsho, 20 volumes by Ihei, Edo
1710 with 741 illustrations including 36 line
drawings.

Some rare though recent books include
Waterhouse's Camellia Trail and Camellia
Quest, Urquhart's The Camellia, volume I
and II, beautifully illustrated by Paul Jones.
The second volume deals largely with C.
reticulata.

The Japanese publications are elabo
rately illustrated in color. A few of these are
Camellia, Its Appreciation and Artistic
Arrangement 1960 by Adachi; Camellia
Cultivars ojjapan, 1966 by Tuyami and
Futakucho; Camellias ofJapan 2 volumes,
1968 by Tuyama; Camellia; Flower and
Culture by Kyoto Garden Clubs; Camellias,
An Introduction to Celebrated Flowers and
Culture by Y. Andoh; Tsuhaki 1971 with
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notes by Satomi, Ishikawa and others;
Monya and Tsubaki, Shimada and others;
Tsuhaki Nyumon (Camellia Entrance Gate)
by Y. Andoh; Encyclopedia ojCamellias in
Color, two volumes; Overseas Camellias,
gift of K. Tarumotoj Gendai Tsubaki
Meikan (Present-Day Camellias in japan)
1975 Japan Camellia Society.

The library includes an important col
lection of Camellia prints from the collec
tions of Rubel, Calhoun and others.

Mr. K. Sawada's son George donated
his father's interesting watercolors of
camellias including his own introductions
and imports from Japan. There are five
loose leaf binders of these.

Our libral)' is also fortunate to have
many of the "more mooem" books, treatis
es and articles. Just to name a few: com
plete set of bound copies of Camellia
Nomenclature----.-1947-78; a complete set of
The International CamelliaJournal,. publi
cations of various state, local and regional
camellia societies in the United States;
Journals and Newsletters of the New
Zealand Camellia Society and the
Australian Camellia Research Society; vari
ous publications of State Agricultuml
Extension Services; and many more vel)'
useful articles in various books and maga
zines of the early-ta-middle of the last
Centul)' to date.

Seeing is believing. A serious visit to our
libral)' is a learning experience. It is your
libral)', too. Unfortunately, we do not have
the staff - nor the will - to loan out
books. However, they are for use here in
research, study or browsing.


